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Boston Region.—February weather was 
mild and uneventful, with little snow and 
heavy rain near the coast on the 8th. The 
January 
snow cover 
gradually 
diminished, 
and by the 
end of the 
month it 
began to 
look as if 
the first spring birds might show up during 
the next warm spell. Indeed, Geese were 
northbound on February 26, and near Boston 
on March 4 a Green-winged Teal and a 
Prairie Horned Lark on its breeding grounds 
in the Concord valley were an augury of 
better things to come. Instead, winter 
returned with heavy snow and low tempera- 
tures from March 6 on. The remainder of 
the month was abnormally cold and back- 
ward, rivaling last year in this respect, and 
averaging -3° per day. Barring an oc- 
casional straggler, the first spring birds did 
not become generally distributed until 
March 23, and very few additions came in 
after that. There was not a single warm or 
pleasant day, and nothing remotely resem- 
bling a ‘wave’ or flight occurred. 

Not infrequently there is severe winter 
weather in February in New England after 
a January ‘thaw.’ This tends greatly to 
improve birding and often rarities show up 
at this time, after which the winter birds, 
especially the seafowl, tend to melt away 
regardless of weather. This year nothing of 
interest occurred in February, and it was 
March which furnished the ‘winter’ high- 
lights. 

Copyright, 1941, by the National Audubon Society. 
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The Season— 


CXXXVII. February 1 to 
April 1, 1941 


Red-throated Loon—migration underway 
March 23 at Monomoy (Eliot, Kraus). 

Bittern—exceptional late winter record, 
Martha's Vineyard, March 9 (Doyle, Fay). 

Canada Goose—1000 on the Vineyard, 
February 26 (Benchley); further migration 
during last half of March, almost entirely 
coastal. 

Anatina—hardly any migration north of 
Rhode Island. 

Harlequin Duck—35 on the Vineyard in 
one day, the largest number ever reported in 
Massachusetts (Benchley); 1 at Cape Ann, 
March 2 (Griscom, et a/.). 

King Eider—fabulous numbers in Buz- 
zards Bay, maximum of 62 off Middletown, 
R.I., in late March (Bowen, Drury, et a/.); 
several off Acoaxet, Mass., March 16 on 
(Griscom, et al.); 4 off Plum Island, March 
23-30 (Tousey ). 

White-winged Scoter—only 1% of norma! 
numbers in Massachusetts. 

Hawks—very little spring migration to 
date except a few Red-tails and Goshawks. 

King Rail—Tiverton, R. I., March 23, 
and Dartmouth, Mass., March 29, birds 
flushed in both cases (Harvard Ornitholog- 
ical Club). 

Killdeer—noticeably scarce. 

Woodcock—noticeably scarce and late. 

Gulls—all three white-winged species 
noted in a river pool at Brewer, Maine, far 
from salt water (Weston). 

Alcida—2 Puffins, Chatham, February 8 
(J. Eaton); another at Cape Ann, Februar) 9 
(Mrs. Peabody, Walcott). Oiled Atlantic 
Murre at Brewster, March 6 (William), a: 
Little Compton, R. I., March 23 (Harva 
Ornithological Club), both specimens p 
served. Spring migration of usual three s; 
cies, Monomoy, March 23 (Eliot, Kraus 


a 
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Phoebe—scarcely any by April 1. 

Horned Larks—numerous reports of 
‘Prairie Horned Larks’ in flocks after cold 
and snow in March. Selected specimens 
from such a flock at Concord, March 20, 
yielded 3 subspecies and 3 specimens of 
hoyti, new to the state. 

Shrikes—far more Northern in early spring 
in eastern Massachusetts than fall and 
winter. At least 6 records for Migrant 
Shrike. 

Evening Grosbeak—even poorer flight to 
New England than last year. 

Pine Grosbeak—lingered to March 23 in 
eastern Massachusetts. 

Redpoll—steady increase up to early 
March; 3 Hoary Redpolls at Wayland, 
March 4-8 (Bergstrom, et al.). 

Crossbills—the White-winged Crossbill 
decreased, most birds passing southward. 
A few Red Crossbills appeared in February, 
those near Boston probably the eastern race. 
Sitka Crossbills appeared in Cambridge and 
Belmont, March 9 on, a maximum of 28 in 
Cambridge (Nash). Specimens from both 
localities secured (Griscom, L. F. Fieser).— 
Luptow Griscom, Museum of Comparative 
Zoblogy, Cambridge, Mass. 


New York Region.—February was nor- 
mal with little snowfall; March was more 
severe, with the biggest snowfall since Jan- 


uary 1935, 

““nx | Conn bringing 13 
56, se" b> inches of 

—_ 3 iste snow on the 
city a LS xi© | 7thand 8th 
New Vraten I ja? and a cold 
yore t snap com- 
Z f ing on the 
18th and 


19th. As usual in a favorable February, a 
northward movement of birds began in the 
region. ‘The Prairie Horned Lark reached its 
breeding grounds in numbers early in the 
month and the Pintail flight was in full swing 
in north Jersey by the 15th. Just as we were 
ex pecting the first influx of land birds, a period 
‘ cold northwest winds began, followed by 
the blizzard which held back this wave for 
ree weeks. A thaw followed the storm 
the overdue wave arrived en masse on 
ch 15-16 throughout the region. In 
ition to numbers of Robins, Bluebirds, 


Blackbirds, Fox and Song Sparrows, this 
wave brought fresh-water Ducks, a good 
Hawk flight at Oradell, N. J. (C. D. Brown), 
and a normal flight of Killdeer in contrast 
to last year’s low for that species. Condi- 
tions slumped abruptly, however, with the 
temperature diving to 15° near New York 
City and to zero in Sussex County, N. J., 
on the 18th, and the month finished cold. 

An Eared Grebe was identified at Jones 
Beach on March 16 (Sedwitz, et al.), the 
second sight record for the region, but the 
species has never been collected. There 
was no conspicuous movement of Loons or 
Gannets reported. Double-crested Cor- 
morants wintered in small numbers on Long 
Island and European Cormorants were 
reported on March 16 from Montauk and 
Jones Beach (Bull, Sedwitz) and on the 
same day and again on March 22, 3-4 birds 
were identified at Larchmont on the Sound 
(Bull, Young). 

American Bittern wintered well and a 
maximum of 145 Night Herons were at 
Idlewild during February (Mayer). 

Two Whistling Swans passed the period 
on the ponds of Monmouth County, N. J., 
and the Snow Goose stayed at Jones Beach 
throughout. Canada Geese, 600, Jones 
Beach, March 15-16 and several small birds 
among flocks on eastern Long Island were 
possible Hutchins’s (Fischer, Helmuth). 

European Teal and European Widgeon 
again on Long Island, a slight diminution 
noted in the former over recent years. 
Pintail and Baldpate wintered in larger 
numbers than usual at Jones Beach (Elliott) 
and the same observer found 38 Gadwalls 
and 11 Shovellers at Patchogue in late 
March. Also 7 Shovellers at Troy Meadows, 
N. J., March 30 (Fables). Canvas-back 
reached a maximum of 275 birds in Flushing 
Bay in early March (Fischer, Sedwitz, 
et al.) and Raynor reported 102 Ring-necks 
at Southaven, March 6. The Redhead has 
been extremely scarce in northern New 
Jersey of late years; 20 at Pompton Lakes, 
March 22-23 (Coes), and 7 at Newark, 
March 26-30 (Ajello, Kelly), were notable 
and encouraging. Eiders, present earlier in 
the winter, disappeared during the present 
period, but for a second year a Harlequin 
Duck appeared at Atlantic Beach, February 
6—March 2 (Terry, Arbib, et a/.). 
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Goshawk virtually absent and Rough- 
legged Hawks continued scarce on Long 
Island. The March 16 flight at Oradell was 
the only Hawk movement noted and the 
Osprey was late in reaching its breeding 
grounds 

Piping Plover, 2, Oak Island, March 15 
Fischer, Hines) but two weeks late in 
general. Purple Sandpipers again frequented 
Long Island breakwaters, but aside from 
Wilson's Snipe, wintering shore birds 
scarce 

A very fine flight of white-winged Gulls 
near the City and in New Jersey, but pe- 
culiarly scarce on Long Island. Adult 
Kumlien’s Gull at the Narrows, March 15 
(Bull, Poor); Kittiwake, 2, Highlands, 
N. J., March 2 (Cant); Bonaparte’s Gull 
continued abundant along north Jersey 
shore. Only four reports of Alcida. 

Usually favorable spots for wintering 
Larks—Newark Meadows and 
Orient—had relatively few birds (Eynon, 
Latham Prairie Horned Larks gain 
annually, nesting along outer strips at 


Horned 


period's close 

Practically no Phoebes reached region, 
arrival late. Tree Swallows, wintering at 
Oradell, N. J., and Jones Beach, thinned out 
and disappeared by mid-February and in 
both cases, with food supply remaining 
abundant, predators were suspected of 
annihilating the flocks (Brown, Elliott). 
Four Carolina Wrens wintered at Orient 
Latham), Myrtle Warblers were abundant 
on Long Island and Cedar Waxwings were 
noted more than is usual. Six reports for 
Northern Shrikes 

Baltimore Oriole wintering at Watchung, 
N. J., died February 20 (Hughes); a female 
was noted Beechhurst, L. I., February 16-19 
Hines, Reids 

Pine Siskins were abundantly distributed 
in New Jersey and a good Red Crossbill 
flight developed, with maximum 45, Ama- 
gansett, L. I. (R. T. Peterson), flocks re- 
ported also from Rye, Bronx Park, Hacketts- 
town, and Montclair (var. obs.). White- 
winged Crossbill, 11, Chappaqua, Feb- 
ruary 12 (Bull, Young) and 1, Beechhurst, 
February 16 (W. Reid, Bohn). 

Vesper Sparrow, 10, wintering at Idle- 
wild (Mayer). John Elliott thoroughly 


worked an area on Jones Beach in March 
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and found that the amazing number of 3? 
Sharp-tailed and 11 Seaside Sparrows had 
survived the winter there!—Atrrep | 
Eynon, 107 Halsey St., Newark, N. J. 

[Due to a typographical error on page 224 
of the March-April AupuBon MaGazinz, a 
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, observed at Gilgo 
Beach on November 22, was reported as a 
‘Swallow-tailed Flycatcher.’—Ep. | 


Philadelphia Region.—Weather condi- 
tions for February and March deviated little 
from normal. The coldest weather of the 

t winter was ex- 
Cnrnniseene perienced in late 
PHILA February. 

NS The continued 
MD presence of north- 
ern Finches has 
been of especial 
interest to bird 
students. Wissa- 
hickon, Pa., Sis- 
kin, several hundred; Red Crossbill, 40, 
present during February and March; White- 
winged Crossbill, 1, February 23 (numerous 
observers). West Chester, Pa., January 29, 
Redpoll, 5 (F. Newman). Berwyn, Pa., 
March 28, Red Crossbill, 20 (A. and P 
Crawford). Berwyn, March 16, White- 
winged Crossbill, 1 (Pyle). Moorestown, 
N. J., Pine Siskin, 100, present during 
February and March; Red Crossbill, 5, 
first noted February 24 and still present 
March 31 (W. B. Evans, et a/..). Charlestown, 
Md., March 30, Pine Grosbeak, 11 (Debes, 
Bender). 

A count of wildfowl was made along the 
lower Delaware River and Bay, March 16 
C(Walron, et al.): Mallard, 10; Black Duck, 
8000; Baldpate, 2; Pintail, 500; Shoveller, 
3; Green-winged Teal, 500; Scaup, 500; 
Ruddy Duck, 20; Ring-necked Duck, 5; 
American Merganser, 15; Red-breasted Mer- 
ganser, 5 (Fortesque); Canada Goose, 130; 
Snow Goose, 10,000 (Fortesque); Blue Goose 
1 (Fortesque). 

Of the four inland breeding shore birds 
in this area—Woodcock, Spotted Sandpiper, 
Upland Plover and Killdeer—it would 
seem that the Woodcock is the most common 
breeder, at least in Camden County, N J. 
Without any particular effort, 20 sing:ng 
birds were located within 8 miles of Collin«s- 


Cape May) 
Dew) Atlantic 
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vood. Doubtless this record can be dupli- 
ated in other areas. Robert Haines reports 
hearing 7 birds in one particular area in 
Burlington County, N. J. Since many of 
these areas during the past winter were 
subjected to drastic methods of drainage in 
the name of ‘stream clearance projects,’ it 
will be of interest to note the effect of this 
on the Woodcock population in future years. 

The nests of 5 Great Horned Owls have 
been reported—4 from southern New Jersey 
and 1 from Elverson, Pa. 

Other records of interest: Brigantine, 
N. J., February 9, Black Gyrfalcon, 1 
J. Cadbury). Surf City, N. J., March 5, 
Catbird, 1 (Street). Gloucester, N. J., 
March 15, Glaucous Gull, 1 (Erskine). 
Fortesque, N. J., March 23, Blue Goose, 7; 
Marshalltown, N. J., Canada Goose, 102; 
Hancock's Bridge, Blue-winged Teal, 7; 
Salem County, N. J., Bald Eagle, 15 (Eynon, 
et al.). Brigantine, N. J., March 8, Brant, 
1000 (Conway). West Chester, Pa., March 
17, Pigeon Hawk, 1 (F. Newman). Malvern, 
Pa., February 21, Snowy Owl, 1 (Conway). 
Springton, Pa., March 21, Redhead, 30 
A. and P. Crawford). Lorimer Park, Pa., 
March 27, Purple Finch, 45, a flock (J. T. 
McNeil). Coatesville, Pa., March 15, Wood 
Duck, 1; March 29, Woodcock, 1, first 
noted (P. P. Malley). Chestnut Hill, Pa., 
February 12, Snow Goose, 2, in a flock of 
Canada Geese (75) flying over (Clark).— 
Jutian K. Porter, 437 Park Ave., Collings- 
wood, N. J. 


Carolina Region.—Weather cold during 
the period without any of the usual warm 
spells and with no abnormally low tem- 
-<_ =] peratures. 
—— Rainfall 
normal in 
South Car- 
*| olina, de- 
cidedly be- 
low at Ral- 
eigh. The 
L migration 
late, with fewer records than usual. 

‘and Section. At Columbia, S. C., Mrs. 


Charles reports Waxwings commoner than 
u but Myrtle Warblers scarcer and no 
R s. Thrashers migrating during last 


veeks. First Purple Martin, March 9, 


later than usual. Mockingbirds singing 
through the period. At Chapel Hill (Odum, 
Thomas): first Chipping Sparrow, February 
22; a single Catbird, March 6; Blue-headed 
Vireo, March 14; Osprey, and Blue-winged 
Teal, March 22; Gadwall (first record for 
Chapel Hill), March 29 and 30; Louisiana 
Water-Thrush, March 27; Red-breasted 
Nuthatch, March 12-31; and Rusty Black- 
birds, March 12. An adult Bald Eagle at 
Raleigh, March 25 (Quay), and Ring-billed 
Gull on the 28th. At Fayetteville, Blue- 
gray Gnatcatcher and Parula Warbler, March 
22 (Wray), and the first (late) Purple Martin 
on the 26th at Morganton (Gregory). 
Robins were reported in ‘huge numbers’ near 
Elon College in early March (Powell), and 
greatly increased at Chapel Hill in same 
period, while Miss Hunter reports from ten 
to a hundred thousand at Henderson in late 
March. Winston-Salem (Bill Anderson) 
reports Purple Grackle on March 5, Brown 
Thrasher on the 15th, Chipping Sparrow on 
the 19th, Mourning Dove's nest with 2 
eggs on March 17, Bluebirds building on the 
20th and Crow's nest nearly finished on 22d. 

We have no notes from the mountains, 
Mrs. Grinnell’s home at Arden having burned 
down on April 11 with all her notes, to our 
great regret. 

Coastal Section. Myrtle Warblers, White- 
throated Sparrows and Robins scarcer than 
usual in the Charleston region (Chamber- 
lain). Purple Martins two or three weeks 
late, not appearing till March 3. Pro- 
thonotary Warbler on time, March 30; 
Mississippi Kite, March 20, early; Hum- 
mingbird, March 23; Willet, March 28, ten 
days late. From Summerville, S. C., a 
Baltimore Oriole was reported on March 19, 
said to have been in the neighborhood for 
some time (W. P. Wharton); the species has 
been twice previously reported from here in 
winter, in 1933, 1934. Thrashers carrying 
nesting material on March 15, and other 
species showing signs of nesting activities. 
On Pea Island (Walker), an Avocet was 
seen on February 15 which swam “‘as easily 
as a Duck,” a single Duck Hawk from 
February 17 to March 28 at intervals, Swans 
up to the 21st and Snow Geese to March 3, 
Surf Scoters on March 6, and Gannets on the 
17th. A single Bonaparte’s Gull and a 
Barn Owl on February 10. A Glaucous Gull 
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was noted on Bodie Island, March 7 (Wal- 
ker), and another on the same day at 
Beaufort (Odum). The first Piping Plovers 
on Pea Island on March 26, and the first 
Ospreys on March 30. A Razor-billed Auk 
was picked up dead on the beach near Nags- 
head about March 12 by D. H. Crompton. 
Black-backed Gulls and most kinds of Ducks 
still present in reduced numbers on Pea 
Island at the close of the period.—C. S. 
Brimiey, 515 Washington St., and Joun H. 
Grey, Jr., 2718 Vanderbilt Ave., Raleigh, N.C. 


Pensacola (Fla.) Region.—Following a 
long warm spell, cold weather set in early 
in February and continued throughout the 


- riod. A slight 
Pensacola region _ 3 ; gh 
Tiana deficiency in rain- 
erie NC) 
$77" earnage7 ~-j fall in February 
{ _ f é was more than 
en wer made up by tor- 
es aie rential rains in 
Fi am, March that over- 
Fonsacarsy {6 flowed upland 
bor ? 5 
> @& | > ponds and damaged 
% pi sske tom" | roads. 
or 2 —s T . 
—~ Gulf of Mexico he most inter- 


esting feature of 
the period was the presence of unusual 
winter wanderers. Pine Siskins, continuing 
the southward movement noted by several 
reporters in the preceding period, made one 
of their few recorded visits to the Gulf 
coast—two birds appeared at the station of 
Mrs. A. L. Whigham, at Century, on 
February 13 and were still present at the 
close of the period. Slate-colored Juncos, 
irregular and rare this far south, were first 
seen on February 9 near Pensacola, then 
were reported from widely separated points 
by several observers. Mrs. Whigham re- 
ported a flock of about 20 birds present from 
February 16 through March 23 (latest ever 
recorded in this region). By way of contrast, 
only 1 Brown Creeper has appeared all 
winter—March 9. A single Green Heron, 
very rare in winter, was seen on March 2. 
Purple Martin and Osprey, always the 
first spring arrivals in this region, appeared 
on February 23—about a week later than 
usual. A single Rough-winged Swallow, 
seen on March 9, was earlier by a day than 
ever before recorded; and a Swallow-tailed 
Kite, reported on March 8 (Charles Kahn), 
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equaled its previous earliest date. Other 
arrival dates include: Solitary Sandpiper 
and Lesser Yellow-legs, March 8; Littic 
Blue Heron, March 15; Green Heron, 
March 22; Prothonotary Warbler (Alan 
Sheppard), Parula Warbler, and Upland 
Plover, March 23; Ruby-throated Humming- 
bird, March 26 (Mrs. Whigham); Black- 
throated Green Warbler, March 29; Pectoral 
Sandpiper, Eastern Kingbird, Yellow- 
throated and White-eyed Vireos, and Sum- 
mer Tanager, March 30; and Chimney Swift, 
March 31 (about 10 days late). Because of 
the abundance of water on the land, Solitary 
Sandpipers and Lesser Yellow-legs are more 
numerous than usual at the close of the 
period. 

For the few species that regularly leave 
this region during the present period, de- 
parture dates so far are: Horned Grebe, 
March 22 (Mrs. Whigham); Buffle-head, 
March 23; Robin (uncommon this season), 
March 28 (Mrs. Whigham); and Phoebe 
(very rare), March 30. 

Ward's Herons were present in small 
numbers on February 16 at the nesting site 
of last year and some nests were being re- 
paired. On March 30, the date of my next 
visit, incubation was well under way. A 
visit on February 16 to the Bald Eagle's 
nest, reported as probably containing eggs 
last November 10, revealed both Eagles 
still in anxious attendance but no sign of 
young birds, which should have been well 
grown by that time. The tree, a long-leaf 
yellow pine, was discovered to have been 
struck by lightning at some time between 
my visits and, from the extent of the scars 
on the tree, the nest in the fork could not 
have escaped severe damage with certain 
destruction of its contents. Apparently, the 
nest had been repaired, a second set of eggs 
laid, and the old birds were again engaged 
in incubation.—Francis M. Weston, 2006 E. 
Jordan St., Pensacola, Fla. 


Ohio Region.—The general character of 
the winter changed abruptly at the bevin- 
ning of the period. After a mild December 
and January, February was slightly co'der 
than normal, and March decidedly so w ith 
daily mean temperatures of about 4° be.ow 
normal. This cold was not due to a few cold 


waves, but to rather consistently «ol 
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weather. During 
the entire month 
of March there 
was not a single 
really warm pe- 
riod. Precipita- 
tion continued to 
be subnormal. 
Observers agree 
that the spring 
migration of both 
waterfowl and land birds was much re- 
tarded. As in 1940 a few individuals of 
many of the March migrants arrived in some 
localities at approximately their normal 
dates and the essential lateness of the season 
can only be appreciated by averaging dates 
of arrival of one species at a number of 
localities, or by considering all species at a 
single locality. Although a few migrant 
Robins reached Put-in-Bay on February 14, 
many observers at other stations in northern 
Ohio failed to record the species until the 
second week in March, and similar cases 
might be quoted among the Blackbirds and 
Sparrows. Among waterfowl the dates of 
arrival seem almost normal, yet the peak of 
the flight was undoubtedly late in most 
species, and may not have been reached at 
the end of March. Other species seem to 
have been consistently late, at least in the 
northern half of the state. Killdeer first 
were reported from Canton on March 11 
Tawney ), from Derby (Claugus) and Toledo 
Campbell) on March 15, from Cleveland on 
March 16 (Morse), Put-in-Bay on March 21, 
and Cuyahoga Falls (G. A. Smith) on March 
23. The earliest date at hand for the Phoebe 
is March 23 at Buckeye Lake (Claugus), 
one week later than the mean date of arrival 
for that locality. A majority of observers 
found no Phoebes until after April i. There 
seem to have been no March records for any 
of the Swallows. At Toledo, Campbell 
notes that neither the Towhee nor the Fox 
Sparrow was present at the end of March. 
There is little evidence of any marked 
change in the numbers of waterfowl, al- 
though the late opening of northern Ohio 
ikes and the meager rainfall seem to have 
duced some fairly heavy concentrations 
the central part of the state. Above the 
nglewood Dam, near Dayton, on March 14 
re was reported a total of about 2000 


Ducks, of which nearly half were Pintail 
(Stuber, Hicks). At Buckeye Lake on March 
23, Claugus estimated 5000 Ducks, including 
1500 Baldpate, 250 Redhead, and 200 
Ring-necks. There were 16 species of Ducks 
on the O'Shaughnessy Reservoir on March 
30 (Claugus). Most observers found Bald- 
pate present in good numbers, but Pintail 
were not reported in abundance except at 
Englewood, as noted above, and at Toledo 
where Campbell noted a good flight, with a 
peak of 1500 birds on March 30. The only 
notable number of Canvas-back reported was 
2500 on March 29 at Toledo (Campbell). 
At Pymatuning Lake on March 29, Dr. Hicks 
found 28 Whistling Swans and more than 
1200 Canada Geese crowded about two small 
open holes in an otherwise ice-covered lake. 
Migrating Swans were also noted at Youngs- 
town (McLaughlin) and at Toledo (Camp- 
bell) on March 23. Among the rarer Ducks, 
there have been records for White-winged 
Scoter at Toledo, February 22 (Campbell), 
and European Widgeon at several localities: 
Castalia, March 2 and 9 (Morse, Skaggs); 
Buckeye Lake, March 23 (Claugus); 
O'Shaughnessy Reservoir, March 30 (Clau- 
gus). 

From Youngstown and Columbus there 
are reports of unusually large numbers of 
Gulls, the great majority of which are 
Herring Gulls. During March, according 
to McLaughlin, the numbers of Gulls seen 
in the vicinity of Youngstown ranged be- 
tween 600 and 800. Claugus estimated that 
there were 800 present along the Scioto 
River north of Columbus on March 22. At 
Put-in-Bay there have been a number of 
records for Black-backed Gulls, and the 
species was still present March 31. Still 
more notable is a record of an Iceland Gull 
seen March 8 at Summit Lake near Akron 
by Mr. and Mrs. G. A. Smith. 

Two Sandhill Cranes were seen in Lucas 
County, near Grand Rapids, on March 29 
(Mayfield, Campbell). Among the passerine 
birds, Crossbills continue to provide the 
greatest interest. There have been additional 
records for both species and it seems evident 
that the present flight has been the largest 
for many years. The White-winged has 
greatly outnumbered the Red Crossbill, and 
has been seen in the greater number of 
localities. Apparently neither species 
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reached the southern half of the state, and 
the great majority of records come from 
northeastern counties. 

Among early nesting records for the 
season, one must be mentioned: a pair of 
Bald Eagles completed a nest at Meander 
Lake near Youngstown the second week of 
March (McLaughlin); this represents a 
new locality in the history of Ohio eagles, 
and one of a very few that have been found 
away from the shores of Lake Erie.— 
Cuartes F. Watxer, Stone Laboratory, 
Put-in-Bay, Ohio 


Chicago Region.—February as a whole 
was milder than usual, with a cold snap 


from the 17th-22d (min. temp. -5° on 
Feb. 19). The 

Merges first half of March 
Facire was slightly 
Waukegan above normal; 
J+ vaseph then a severe cold 
Chicago wave for three 
days, with the 
thermometer 

back to normal 

Chicago —_ the 19th on. 
region | Most of February 


was clear and 
sunny with practically no snow or rain, 
1.13 in. below normal, and high wind only 
during the cold spell of the 17th. March 
was Clearer than usual, with no high winds. 
Precipitation for the month was .12 in. be- 
low normal. The unusually cold weather so 
late in March slowed up rhe return of many 
of the common migrants, and the warm 
sunny days from the 21st on brought them 
in great numbers 
A Holboell’s Grebe, nearly in summer 
plumage, was seen on the Des Plaines River 
near Riverside on March 26, and its loud call 
heard several times (Lewis). First Great 
Blue Heron on March 30 (Dreuth, Smith, 
Weigel, independently), and Canada Geese 
on March 16 (C. O. S. field trip). No river 
Ducks between January 3 and March 22, 
when Mallards, Blacks, Pintails, and a 
Green-winged Teal were present at McGinnis 
Slough (Baldwin), with the Blue-winged 
Teal and Shovellers at Diversey Beach on 
March 27 (Clark), and Baldpates starting 
back. Large numbers of diving Ducks were 
present in the harbors until mid-March, 
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mostly American Mergansers, with ‘thou 
sands’ of Old-squaw in Waukegan harbor, 
March 2 (Durham); also hundreds of Golden 
eye, some American Scoters, a few Red 
breasted Mergansers, Lesser Scaup, and 2 
Hooded Mergansers; and in Lincoln Park, 
4 Greater Scaup (Nork, Dreuth) and 3 Buffle 
head (Dreuth). Of interest is a White 
winged Scoter banded by Smart early in 
March; in Jackson Park, 2 pairs of Redheads 
on March 27 (Levy) and March 30 (Bald 
win); 4 Redheads and 17 Canvas-backs at 
McGinnis Slough, March 26 (Johnston). 

Hawks were not so rare as reports seemed 
to indicate. Prairie Chickens, introduced at 
McGinnis Slough last fall, were lost sight of 
until March 22 when a group of 4 was seen 
(Baldwin, Levy, Draheim, McElroy). Kill- 
deer, first reported in Lincoln Park on March 
13 (Dreuth), were generally distributed by 
March 22. The only Woodcock records were 
of 2 birds in the Des Plaines River area 
(Smith on March 22, Weigel on March 30), 
and 1 in Lincoln Park (Dreuth, March 31 

A very interesting Gull was seen by Dreuth 
at a distance of 40 feet in Lincoln Park, 
March 26. It was frequently seen and studied 
through March 30 by Nork, Clark, Seymour, 
Levy, and Mrs. Baldwin. The comparative 
descriptions of these observers prove beyond 
reasonable doubt that it was an immature 
Iceland Gull, as they thought. This species 
has not been recorded previously in the 
Chicago Region, although there are very 
old records from all four states along the 
southern part of Lake Michigan. A Glaucous 
Gull, almost as great a rarity as the Iceland 
Gull, was reported in Grant Park on 
February 4 (Baldwin), and at McGinnis 
Slough on March 30 (Clark). 

Mourning Doves, 6 at the Indiana Dunes 
on March 16 (C. O. S. field trip), reached the 
northern section on March 20. An occa- 
sional wintering Flicker, but no migrants. 
Two Red-bellied Woodpeckers were found 
in Oak Hill Cemetery on March 1 (Baldwin ); 
these birds seem to be not quite so rare ‘f 
recent years. First Phoebe, McGinn: 
Slough, March 30 (Clark); and 2 Cowbircs, 
Lincoln Park, March 31 (Dreuth). There 
were 4 Prairie Horned Larks at the Mort:.n 
Arboretum on February 9 (Weigel, Vatt 
Canning), several each week thereafter, a 
30 in Woodstock on March 22 (Weigel 
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Photo by Allan D. Cruickshank 


RED-WINGS ARE AMONG THE FIRST MIGRANTS IN THE EAST. This year the 
whole land-bird migration was late and backward during March. 


Robins and Bluebirds, 3 each at Momence 
n March 14 (Franzen), were seen in all sec- 
ms on March 22. Twenty Cedar Wax- 


wings were reported in Winnetka on March 8 


Veigel); Migrant Shrikes in Lincoln Park, 
first on March 26 (Dreuth). Eastern 
idowlarks arrived on February 24 at the 
rton Arboretum (Baldwin), with West- 
at Woodstock on March 22 (Weigel). 
re were 15 Red-wings near the Des 
nes at Torrence Avenue, February 15 


(Baldwin); no more until March 9; large 
flocks throughout during last week of the 
month. The first Rusty Blackbirds, at 
Momence on March 14 (Franzen), were well 
ahead of the next arrivals on March 22 
(Baldwin). 

A flock of 100 or more Lapland Longspurs 
at McGinnis Slough on March 22 were not 
in complete spring plumage (Baldwin, Levy, 
Draheim, McElroy). First Field Sparrow in 
Oak Hill Cemetery on March 23, and the 
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first Towhee there on March 30 (Baldwin). 
Song Sparrows increased in numbers from 
March 14 on, with 7 on March 23 reported 
to be distinctly lighter in color (Baldwin). 
Two Fox Sparrows appeared on the Wilmette 
shore (Weigel), and 4 in Oak Hill Cemetery 
on March 30, later than usual (Baldwin).— 
Exten T. Smitu, Lake Forest, Ill. 


Missouri Region.—The excessive precipi- 
tation of January was followed by very light 
rainfall during February and March, but the 
ground was well 


7 . .§ |saturated and 
7 e., AN) water levels did 
he xoas 706 72"! not decline. Feb- 
Lao ROOTS \ 2ST LOU 
C 2 |ruary tempera- 
for = , 

o ES 7 | cures were about 
¢ i, .|normal with 
— | severe cold spells 

MISSOURI REGION Zs lacking. March 


was a succession 
of moderate days followed by frosty nights. 
Frequently the daily temperature range was 
25° or 30°. Warm spells, which speed up 
early migrants and hasten the development 
of vegetation, and cold spells, which cause 
a concentration of migrants, did not occur. 
A. E. Shirling conservatively estimates that 
at the close of the month, vegetation was 
retarded at least ten days. 

A northward movement of Mallards, Pin- 
tails, and American Mergansers was noticed 
during the first half of February around 
Kansas City and from Pere Marquette State 
Park (Father Link). Later in the month, 
increased numbers of these species were ob- 
served with small numbers of Green-winged 
Teal, Baldpate, Lesser Scaup, Ring-neck, 
Redhead, and Canvas-back. The Hawk 
migration was underway during February. 
Newton and Spottswood counted 22 Buteos 
above the river bluffs near Iatan and Bean 
Lake, February 16, and Hedges observed 
35 along a §0-mile stretch of highway south- 
west of Kansas City on February 23. Re- 
ports indicate that Hawks and Short-eared 
Owls have been numerous over the entire 
prairie portion of the state. 

Ira F. Miller reports a great decrease in 
wintering Starlings at Springfield. Only 
about 150 were counted this winter, com- 
pared with 16,000 during the winter of 1940. 
He also reports that Blue Jays and Red- 
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headed Woodpeckers have wintered in 
greater numbers than in 1940, due no douht 
to a more bountiful acorn crop. A similar 
situation has been observed at Kansas City. 
In contrast, G. E. Moore of Sullivan says 
that very few Blue Jays and no Red-headed 
Woodpeckers wintered in that area. There 
is little of interest to report on small land 
birds. Most species seem to be less numerous 
than during the severe winter of 1940. Kill- 
deer and Phoebes appeared in pitifully small 
numbers during March. Bluebirds have in- 
creased slightly, but both species of Mead- 
owlarks are still below normal numbers. 

The March waterfowl migration was the 
poorest in many years. With the exception 
of Geese and Pintails, large flocks of water- 
fowl were not observed. Smaller lakes, 
which harbored hundreds of resting Ducks 
last year, have been practically deserted 
this spring. About 90 Geese were observed 
at Sugar Lake, March 1; 2900 on March 8. 
This last flock contained about 2750 Blue, 
56 Lesser Snow, 9 White-fronted, and 81 
Canada Geese. Vast flocks were seen in 
eastern Kansas by F. L. Hagaman during 
the second week of March. At times, one 
resting flock was estimated to contain 20,000 
birds—mostly Blue Geese with small num- 
bers of the other three species. Small flocks 
of Canada Geese were observed feeding in 
the wheat fields near Warrensburg, March 9 
(Mrs. M. C. Nattinger). At the close of the 
month, Geese were still plentiful. As usual, 
the Blue Goose was by far the most abundant 
species. All four species may be found rest- 
ing together on the lake shores. The Canada 
and White-fronted usually fly with their 
own kind. The Blue and Lesser Snow mi- 
grate together. As the season advances, the 
percentage of Lesser Snow Geese in these 
flocks increases. 

With the exception of the Pintail (12,000 
in Platte County, March 8, Cunningham), 
Ducks were observed in much smaller num- 
bers this spring than in 1939 and 1940. 
About 1500 Ducks of 8 species were seen on 
Iatan Marsh, Bean Lake, and Sugar Lake, 
March 23, 1941, compared with 10,000 of 
12 species on March 24, 1940. This con- 
dition has been observed on most of the 
lakes in this region during the entire mon: h. 
Carefully conducted counts extending ove: a 
period of five years show that the Redhe.d, 
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Canvas-back, Ruddy Duck, Gadwall, and 
Green-winged Teal have been observed in 
about 10% of their usual numbers. Herring 
and Ring-billed Gulls, Pied-billed Grebes 
and Coots show a similar decrease. During 
the last days of March, a further decrease 
was noted—an indication that the crest of 
the migratory wave had passed.—James W. 
CunninGHAM, 4425 Main St., Kansas City, Mo. 


Minnesota Region.—The winter began 
early and lingered late. Except in the Lake 
Superior area there was rather more than 
the usual amount 
of snow, which 
drifted badly and 
lay onthe ground. 
There was no 
long - continued 
severe cold, but a 
spell in the third 
week of February 
sent the tempera- 
ture down to —20° 
even in the south- 
ern part of the 
state. 

On the evening of March 15 a ‘cold polar 
air Mass’ swept in unannounced from the 
northwest and centered in eastern North 
Dakota and western Minnesota, accom- 
panied by a terrific wind, snow and rapidly 
falling temperature, producing conditions 
approaching, if not equaling, the Armistice 
Day disastrous storm. The wind velocity at 
Grand Forks reached 85 m.p.h. Traffic 
was completely suspended and more lives 
were lost than on November 11. In the 
absence of exact data we can only con- 
jecture that the destruction of wildlife from 
such severe storms must be very great. 

From the Duluth area, where weather 
conditions are modified by the presence of 
Lake Superior, Mrs. Walter C. Olin writes 
that, barring the two great storms of 

‘ovember 11 and March 16, ‘‘on the whole 
ve have had an exceptionally nice winter. 
The March 16 gale (39 m.p.h.) from the 
outhwest broke up the ice which had been 

lid far out on the lake since February 21.”’ 

E. D. Swedenborg, who is much afield, 
reports for the Minneapolis area that ‘‘we 
-Tobably saw fewer individual birds during 

is winter than at any time during the 
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past 20 years. However, the usual species 
were generally represented. Small flocks of 
Mallards were in the Minnesota River valley 
all winter. Crows, Juncos, Tree Sparrows, 
Goldfinches, Purple Finches, Redpolls, 
Brown Creepers, and Rough-legged Hawks 
were present in limited numbers. Following 
the November 11 storm, Blue Jays were 
practically absent. More unusual records 
were a Marsh Hawk on January 10, a 
Flicker on February 20, and a Brown 
Thrasher at Point Douglas, February 22 
(St. Croix River at Mississippi River).”’ 

The following are arrival dates for the 
Minneapolis area except when specified 
otherwise: Crow (Duluth), March 9; 
Killdeer (flock of 24), Flicker, Robin (a 
flock of 30 on March 23), March 22; Blue- 
bird, Red-wing, March 24; Brewer's Black- 
bird, March 26; Song Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, 
Gadwall, Great Blue Heron, Red-tailed 
Hawk migration, March 30. Throughout 
the winter there were reported, chiefly 
from southern Minnesota, individuals of 
the following species: Meadowlark, Robin 
(Duluth), Red-wing, Brown Creeper, Gold- 
finch, Siskin, Sparrow, Marsh and Red- 
shouldered Hawks, Flicker, and other half- 
hardy birds. Cedar Waxwings have been 
present all winter as far north as Duluth 
where many Purple Finches were also 
present toward spring. Mrs. Olin reported 
that on March 18 she saw a flock of at least 
50 of the latter species and that they were 
present in nearly every mountain-ash tree 
feeding on the berries. They were in full 
song at that time. 

Items of special interest: 5 Sandhill Cranes, 
March 31, east of Hinckley in the St. Croix 
area (Warden Aage Thompson); a pair of 
Duck Hawks near the last year’s nest on 
March 24 (Rysgaard, Erickson); 2 Golden- 
crowned Kinglets, Cloquet, February 22 
(Erickson); 4 Glaucous Gulls, Duluth 
harbor, March 6 (Lakela); 2 Bald Eagles, 
1 immature, wintering at Interstate Park 
near Taylor's Falls (Mrs. Hugh H. Owen). 

Winter visitants have not been numerous. 
Evening Grosbeaks and Bohemian Wax- 
wings have been reported from a few locali- 
ties but the latter species did not appear in 
large numbers as had been hoped it would 
do from the large crop of mountain-ash 
berries remaining on the trees. 
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The most exceptional record of the winter 
comes from Duluth, reported by Dr. Lakela. 
Early in February, Mrs. W. S. Telford of 
that city noticed a strange bird that was 
coming daily to her feeding station where it 
fed regularly from a pile of nutmeats. From 
pictures in her possession she recognized it 
as the Varied Thrush or Oregon Robin. 
This identification was confirmed by Dr. 
Lakela and others, and this most remarkable 
winter wanderer became established as one 
of the strange sights for the Duluth bird 
students. It has seemed to keep in good 
condition on the rather unusual diet of 
cracked nuts. Dr. Lakela says that in 
standing it favors one leg, but otherwise it 
is all right.—Tuos. S 
Natural History, University of 
Minneapolis, Minn 


Roserts, Museum of 
Minnesota, 


Northern Great Plains Region.—In the 
last report, a few highlights of the Armistice 


Day storm were described. Not to be out- 


Northern Great Plans region’ Pe» done, March 
- -----4 produced one of 

North >}the worst 

—), a 3|storms in the 
ne S| history of the 

= i prairies. Al- 

apis NN Sort though it lasted 
mye Dia ; | but a few hours, 


it took a heavy 
toll of human life. So suddenly did it start 
and with such severity that hundreds of 
people were caught away from home and 
took refuge in every conceivable place. 
Those who were unable to find shelter 
within a short time were soon exhausted by 
the intensity of the blizzard. Unable to 
keep going, they sank to the snow-covered 
prairie, never to rise again. It is indeed 
surprising that there was not a greater loss 
of bird life during the storm. Personnel of 
the Lower Souris Refuge conducted quite an 
exhaustive search at intervals for several 
weeks after the storm, and with the ex- 
ception of two foreigners, the English 
Sparrow and the Ring-necked Pheasant, 
there was practically no mortality. Even 
with these two varieties the losses were not 
severe. 
Preston calls it the ‘‘worst storm in 
history’’ and reports that ‘‘a large number 
of Pheasants were found dead.’” I have 
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heard no reports of losses except to humans 
livestock, and the introduced birds men 
tioned. Apparently the native birds ar 
able to withstand almost any extremes tha 
nature has to offer. 

A warm spell in late March brought th: 
first wave of waterfowl. The first Ducks « 
the season, Pintails, were reported at 
Lisbon on March 19 (Thompson). Sand 
Lake had Pintails on March 21 (Beed), and 
Peterson also reports them on that date at 
Brandt. Pintails arrived as far north as 
Medicine Lake on March 27 (Horn), Des 
Lacs on March 28 (Kent), Upper and Lower 
Souris on March 29 (Dart, Henry). At most 
stations the first Mallards arrived about a 
day after the Pintails. Peterson noted the 
first Geese at Brandt on March 21. Beed 
observed Canada Geese at Sand Lake on 
March 26, and Blue and Snow Geese on 
March 29. Conversely the Blue and Snow 
Geese dropped into Waubay on March 29 
(Ambrosen), while the Canadas came on 
the 30th. Canada Geese, Medicine Lake, 
March 28; Upper Souris, March 29; Des 
Lacs, March 30. Buffle-heads arrived at 
Sand Lake, March 26 (Beed), American 
Mergansers on March 28, Redheads, Scaups, 
and Canvas-backs on March 29. Shovellers, 
March 31, Waubay (Ambrosen). American 
Golden-eyes and American Mergansers on 
Upper Souris, March 31 (Dart). 

Goshawks were reported by several ob- 
servers. A Red-tailed Hawk at Fairdale, 
March 31 (Vejtasa); another at Tower City, 
March 31 (Preston); a Red-tailed and a 
Pigeon Hawk at Sand Lake on the same day 
(Beed). American Rough-legged Hawks 
were fairly common over most of the region. 
Golden Eagles were fairly common, while 
there were more reports than usual of the 
Bald Eagle, with MacDonald reporting 
approximately 5 on Arrowwood. Marsh 
Hawks became abundant before the end of 
the period, although a few wintered at 
Sand Lake. A Prairie Falcon, Lower Souris, 
March 22. Killdeer, Sand Lake, March 29 
(Beed). The first Herring Gull of the seas: 
was noted by Ambrosen on Waubay, Marc) 
26; at Tower City, March 31 (Preston); « 
Lower Souris, March 31. 

Ring-billed Gull, Sand Lake, March 2 
and California Gull on Medicine Lak 
March 30. The only Snowy Owl record fi 
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the period was at Lower Souris, March 10. 

One of the big thrills of the season is the 
first Robin. This was shared by three ob- 
servers on March 24, at Brandt (Peterson), 
Lisbon (Thompson), and Des Lacs (Low). 
Other arrival dates were: Lower Souris, 
March 26; Bottineau, March 29 (Street); 
Fargo, March 29 (Stevens); Fairdale, March 
29 (Vejtasa); Waubay, March 30; Tower 
City, March 30 (Preston); and Sand Lake, 
March 31. 

The sole Bluebird record for the period 
was on Waubay, March 30. A Northern 
Shrike at Tower City, February 11 (Pres- 
ton). Only one observer failed to report a 
Meadowlark, with the average date of 
arrival for the region on March 26. The 
earliest record for South Dakota was March 
13 at Brandt (Peterson), and for North 
Dakota, March 19, at Arrowwood (Mac- 
Donald). 

A large Redpoll was collected near Lower 
Souris on February 20, and the specimen 
identified by Dr. J. Van Tyne as the Greater 
Redpoll (Acanthis linaria rostrata). 

The average arrival date of the Slate- 
colored Junco was March 28, and the Tree 
Sparrow March 23. 

Great waves of Lapland Longspurs came 
through during the last half of March, 
especially during the last week of the month 
when they were extremely abundant.— 
C. J. Henry, Lower Souris National Wildlife 
Refuge, Upham, N. D. 


Texas Coastal Region.—I. Weather. 
Temperatures did not go down to freezing 
during February and March. In February 
the warmest 
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(noted previously) of individual wintering 
land species was gradually overcome through 
February and March. By the beginning of 
March the scarcity was chiefly noticeable 
among Pipits, Killdeer, Robins, Starlings, 
Hermit Thrushes, and White-throated Spar- 
rows. Migratory movements—indicated by 
an increase in Laughing Gulls, smaller 
Herons and Egrets, most of the wintering 
shore birds, and Myrtle Warblers, and by a 
decrease in Geese, Ducks, Great Blue Herons, 
Buteos, and Ring-billed and Herring Gulls— 
became apparent in the warm mid-February 
period, and very pronounced in the first half 
of March. But the first true spring migrant 
was the Purple Martin (Houston, February 
19). By the end of March all the Geese were 
apparently gone, as well as 90% of the Pin- 
tails, Mallards, and Gadwalls, and over 50% 
of the Baldpates. Wintering Greater Scaups 
left the bays by March 23; but migrating 
Lesser Scaups increased along the immediate 
Gulf coast throughout March. Shovellers 
and Blue-winged Teal were common in the 
Rockport area, but by March 31 had not 
yet arrived in great numbers in the Galveston 
Bay area. Coots were everywhere in March. 
The first new shore birds appeared only after 
March 15. The first Warblers appeared at 
Cove, March 9; but at other places along the 
coast no new Warblers were seen until the 
cold spell of March 16-20. The movement 
northeastward of southwestern birds, which 
became noticeable two or three years ago, 
was climaxed this season by the discovery of 
3 Caracara nests and 2 Sennett’s White- 
tailed Hawk nests between Houston and 
Galveston. 

III. Many hundreds of Anhingas migrated 
up the east shore of Galveston Bay on March 
30, tollowed on March 31 by a migration of 
what some observers estimated at 100,000 
Broad-winged Hawks. A comparison of 
some arrival dates, recorded by Mrs. Hagar 
at the southern extreme and Mr. McKay at 
the northern extreme of the Texas Coastal 
Region, may be of interest: 


th maximums dropped as low as 39°, 
th minimums of 35°. February and March 
re mostly cloudy with frequent slight 


s and northerly winds. 


Not until about 


rch 25 did the weather clear, and warm 
ng days (75°-85°) arrive. 


|. General Conditions. 


The scarcity 


Rockport Cove 
Upland Plover . . . . March 25 March 23 
Pectoral Sandpiper . March 16 March 23 
Chimney Swift . March 15 March 26 
Purple Martin . . . Febr’y 20 Febr’y 25 
Black and White Warbler . March 20 March g 
Parula Warbler . March 1g March g 
Sycamore Warbler ; . March 20 March g 
Louisiana Water-Thrush . . March 20 March 17 
Kentucky Warbler . March 20 March 27 
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Also Eastern Kingbird at Rockport, Galves- 
ton and Kemah on March 30. It is note- 
worthy that these dates show no uniform 
progression from north to south—even 
though Cove is about 125 miles north of 
Rockport and 150 miles west, and Mrs. 
Hagar and Mr. McKay are constantly in the 
field. 

L. H. Meitzen contributes the following: 
Black Vulture nests with eggs, 50 miles 
southwest of Houston, March 3, and other 
nests with young at Seadrift (Rockport area), 
March 16; Bald Eagle nest with well-feath- 
ered young near Tivoli (Rockport area), 
February 17; 9 Red-shouldered Hawk nests, 
50 miles north and 30 miles south of Hous- 
ton, March 28-31; 9 Sennett’s White-tailed 
Hawk nests at Seadrift, March 15 and 16, 
and 2 nests, 30 miles south of Houston, 
March 20; 3 Caracara nests with eggs in 
Galveston County, February 10, March 2, 
and March 4, and at Seadrift a nest with 
week-old young on February 16, and other 
nests with eggs there, February 16 and 18; 
Killdeer nest with 4 eggs near Kemah, 
March 22. Young Mourning Doves had 
hatched at Cove by March 27 (McKay). 

In summary, the season along the Texas 
coast has been altogether normal except for 
the winter-long scarcity of certain species.— 
Grorce G. Wiruiams, The Rice Institute, 
Houston, Texas. 


Southern California Region.—In the 
Los Angeles area, March ended with the 
season's total rainfall 3009 inches (13.66 
5 normal). Mild 
Vevoda | temperatures re- 
noes oe sulted in a lush 
© Sotersy eid vegetation. The 


| mountains re- 
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a eed ey ae \ ceived abundant 
2 ig =, snow and rain, 
% Ce mn ne“ | which assured a 

Ae e heavy hillside 

cay ~~ oo” _S*| brush cover. 

Ata ise + Desert areas were 
drenched, thus bringing out a richer 
growth of vegetation. February had only 
three sunny days, however, and _ the 
month of March came and went like the 
lion, causing a rather poor season for bird 
observations 
Imperial Valley's heavy rainfall greatly 
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damaged early crops, but the wet fields and 
rank growth were most helpful to the wate: 
birds. Ina flock of 200 Cranes, in the Salto: 
Sea area near Niland on March 17-31, Har 
well reported seeing two different-sized birds 
and hearing two different-pitched calls—one 
high, one lower. A flock of 104 Cranes was 
seen on March 30 in this same area, feeding 
with American Egrets (Stultz, Daugherty 

When flying together, the Cranes showed up 
much larger than the Egrets. These observa- 
tions indicate that there might have been 
Sandhills with the Little Browns. A Tre- 
ganza’s Heron rookery, seen on March | 
near Niland, had birds nesting in numbers 
on March 28 (Harwell). R. L. Reedy reports 
the Treganza’s Heron nest-building on 
January 10 and with young on March 9. 
Farallon Cormorants started building on 
February 18. 

Notes from Imperial Valley State Game 
Refuge on March 30 (Stultz, Daugherty): 
300 Baldpate still on lagoon, Cinnamon Teal, 
Redhead, Fulvous Tree-Duck, White-faced 
Glossy Ibis, Avocet, Long-billed Dowitcher, 
and flights of Long-billed Curlew and 
Marbled Godwit. Vermilion Flycatchers 
and Gila Woodpeckers both nested there 
later. A pair of Verdins near Coachella were 
feeding on dried dates. Phainopeplas were 
nesting throughout that area. 

Along the Los Angeles shore area: S. D. 
Platford reports Black Brant, Geese and 
coastal Ducks suffering from lack of their 
important food, eelgrass, which is being 
harvested for various commercial uses. 
Black Brant are particularly affected, and 
bagged birds he inspected were in an emaci- 
ated condition. Mr. Platford believes that 
Coots constitute 55% of our waterfowl, and 
their increased numbers do not help the 
Geese and Duck food situation. 

Spring departures from Bolsa Chica Gun 
Club marshes: Pintail, Canvas-back and 
Gadwall, February 15; Baldpate, February 
28. Reported in increased numbers are Pin- 
tail and Shoveller (D.) and Baldpate (Kent). 
Black Brant increased from a few to sever:l 
hundred, February 4-14. 

Observations in vicinity of B. C. G. C., 
February 13 (Stultz, Daugherty): 8 Buffic- 
head (rare), large flocks of Long-bill-d 
Dowitcher, Marbled Godwit, Western aid 
Least Sandpiper, numbers of Western Will 
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Greater Yellow-legs, Black-bellied Plover, 
2 Red-backed Sandpiper, 3 Wilson's Snipe, 
Hudsonian and Long-billed Curlew, Western 
Grebe, 2 American Bittern, and 1 Caspian 
fern. Mr. Kent reported 287 Glaucous- 
winged Gulls in flooded flats near Long 
Beach on March 14, the first year any number 
have been observed in this locality. He also 
found the Light-footed Rail nesting on 
March 17, and Wilson's Phalarope still in 
winter plumage on March 14. 

Reported arrival records: Tree Swallow 
and Long-tailed Chat, February 2 (B.); 
Rufous Hummingbird, February 23 (D.); 
Allen’s Hummingbird, February 24 (M.); 
Lutescent Warbler, March 15 (K.); Mac- 
gillivray’s Warbler, March 12 (M.); Arizona 
Hooded Oriole, March 26 (M.). Swallows 
began arriving in March: Cliff Swallow, city 
park, March 7 (Stultz), nesting at Devil's 
Gate Dam, March 23 (Michael); Rough- 
winged Swallow, Brookside, March 15 (M.). 
At Balboa, Purple Martins arrived on March 
9, the twenty-fourth consecutive year for 
them to arrive on schedule (S., D.). 

For the first time in years, Lewis’s Wood- 
pecker and Northern Varied Thrush were 
common all winter, due to reported acorn 
failure in Kern County (K.); last seen in 
numbers on March 27 (M.). Band-tailed 
Pigeons, in flocks (50-100) all winter, were 
less numerous by March 15 (M.). 

Migratory flights recorded: large flocks of 
Swainson’s Hawk, 74 maximum, first 10 
days of March (M.); Turkey Vulture, 12 over 
Pasadena, March 21 (M.), and a flight of 
200 Vultures and 300 White Pelicans over 
Hughes Lake region, March 23 (D.), both 
species on way to Buena Vista Lake and San 


Joaquin Valley territory. 


Winter visitants in Pasadena area: Ca- 
banis’s Woodpecker, Red-naped and Red- 
breasted Sapsucker, Slender-billed Nuthatch, 
Bailey's Chickadee, large flocks cf Western 
Robin, Cedar Waxwing (scarce), Ruby- 
cr owned Kinglet (numerous), Alaska Hermit 
Thrush and Western Bluebird (both less 
numerous), Audubon’s Warbler, California 
urple Finch, Cassin’s Purple Finch, Pine 
Siskin, Thurber’s Junco, Chipping and 
Gambel’s Sparrow (M.). 

Glaucous Gull in third-year plumage 
wis studied closely by several observers on 
Los Angeles Echo Park Lake from March 
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8-10 (S.), a most unusual record.—Mrs. C. 
H. Daucuerty, 1419 S. Glendale Ave., Glen- 
dale, Calif. 


San Francisco Region.—The trends men- 
tioned in the last report continued through 
the early spring. Conditions were much 
like those of a 
year ago when 
heavy rains, warm 
nights, and cool 
days favored bird 
activity, but made 
it difficult for bird 
watchers to be out. 
Again the effects of 
an exceptionally 
dry fall were re- 
flected in decreased 
bird populations in 
the mountains. But 
nearly every observer reports high numbers 
in the lowlands. For example, Emlen writes 
that the California Quail coveys on the 
University Farm at Davis have lost prac- 
tically no birds, and his February and March 
censuses showed the highest number of 
individuals of all species ever recorded there 
in a single day. 

Aquatic birds received the usual close 
attention of several observers. The Par- 
menters saw around 300 White Pelicans on 
February 3, at Tomales Bay. Other records: 
Snowy Egret, March 24, 49 on Suisun Marsh, 
12 being the greatest previous total by same 
observers for one day, November 21, 1938, on 
Sears Point Road (P.); Ross’s Goose, pos- 
sibly more in evidence this winter than in 
previous years, making up 1-3% of the 
flocks of white Geese in Sacramento Valley 
(Emlen); Cinnamon Teal, Alvarado pools, 
5 on March 9 (Mrs. Allen); Surf-bird, ob- 
served three days at Cliff House Rocks, 4 
being greatest number in one day (P.); 
Lesser Yellow-legs, at Davis, 1 on February 
23 (E., Watson, R. Storer); Knot, Alameda, 
7 on March 29 (Mrs. Kelly); Black-necked 
Stilt, Dumbarton Bridge, 1 on March 19 
(P.); Rhinoceros Auklet, near Point Lobos, 
1 on March 26 (Williams). 

Departure of winter birds was observed to 
take the bulk of many species considerably 
before the last individual was recorded. 
Say’s Phoebe, in canyon back of St. Mary’s 
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College, Moraga, March 1 (Pitelka); 
Hermit Thrush, Berkeley, local wintering 
birds disappeared March 26, but a few were 
present two weeks later (Allen); 
Mountain Bluebird, Tomales Bay, 3 on 
February 3 (Parmenters); Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet, Berkeley, singing freely from March 
6 to 18, but few after that (A.); Myrtle 
Warbler, Gate Park, March 1 
Mrs. Stephens); Fox Sparrow, Berkeley, 
disappeared from feeding table on March 15, 
migrating birds on March 24, 
occasional after that (A.), Lake Merced, 
March 23 (S 

Summer birds arrived early in some in- 
stances, but this was not general, and the 
lag in mountainous localities seemed greater 
than The following include both 
arrival and migration dates. Allen’s Hum- 
mingbird, Oakland, February 19 (Seibert), 
Berkeley campus, February 26 (Pulich); 
Western Flycatcher, Carmel, March 7 
Williams), Hastings Reservation, March 11 
Linsdale), Boulder Creek, March 15 
Allen), Berkeley, March 27 (A.); Violet- 
green Swallow, Hastings Reservation, March 
3 (Gray Carmel, March 5 (W.); Tree 
Swallow, Davis, February 22 (E., Watson, 
and R. Storer), Point Lobos, March 18 
W.); House Wren, Berkeley, first heard 
March 5, sang March 11, then not 
heard until March 24, then singing con- 
tinuously, but no mate until April 8 (A.); 
Warbling Vireo, Hastings Reservation, 
March 15 (L Boulder Creek, March 22 
none heard in Berkeley before April 1) 
A.), Kenwood, Sonoma County, March 
23 (Kelly Blue-headed Vireo, Boulder 
Creek, March 23 (A Orange-crowned 
Warbler, canyon near St. Mary's College, 
3 or 4 males in song, March 1 (Pitelka), 
Tilden Park, many on March 5 (K.), 
Berkeley, first heard March 7 (A.); Pile- 
olated Warbler, Berkeley, March 11 (A.), 
Reservation, March 15 (L.); 
Hastings Reservation, 
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Bullock's Oriole, 


March 21 (G.), Woodland, 1 in song o 
March 28, earliest record in 5 years (E.). 

Mention of early nesting is infrequent in 
the reports. Anna’s Hummingbird, Berke 
ley campus, female on nest, February | 
(Mrs. Kelly); Black Phoebe, Strawberry 
Canyon, Berkeley, 1 egg in nest February | 
(Pitelka); California Jay, Berkeley, 1 feeding 
mate on a wire (Allen); Bush-Tit, Berkeley, 
nest almost finished, March 10 (A.); Chest- 
nut-backed Chickadee, Carmel, incubation 
started on sets of 7 and 6 eggs on March 29 
(Williams); Green-backed Goldfinch, Ber- 
keley campus, female incubating on March 
26 (Pulich), East Oakland, female building 
nest on March 29 (Seibert). 

Lewis’s Woodpeckers have been observed 
widely through the winter in central Cali- 
fornia. At Woodside, 20n March 19 and 1 on 
March 31 were seen by the Parmenters. 
Several persons reported Varied Thrushes in 
greater numbers than in any previous year 
in their localities, but at Hastings Reser- 
vation, at a higher altitude, few were seen 
this year. A Phainopepla was collected, 
February 16, at Stone Corral, on the Cala- 
veras-‘San Joaquin county line (Pulich 
Cowbirds were unusually numerous east of 
Woodland after mid-March in flocks with 
other species of Icterids, often making up 
more than 50 % of the flock (Emlen). The 
Purple Finch, another unusual species 
in the Davis region, was present there in 
fair numbers (E.). Several observers reg- 
ularly identify the wintering races of White- 
crowned Sparrow on the basis of song. Mrs. 
Kelly heard the Gambel’s on March 25 at 
Alameda. On March 23, in the Santa Clara 
Valley, Mrs. Allen heard Gambel’s with 
the Puget Sound race. This kind was 
abundant at Lake Merced on March 26 and 
it made up the wintering flocks at Berkeicy 
In the San Joaquin Valley and on the desert 
in the first week of April all flocks were 
Gambel’s (A..).—Jean M. Linspate, Museum 
of Vertebrate Zodlogy, Berkeley, Calif. 


A summary of all of the foregoing reports appears in this issue of AUDUBON MaGazINE ander 
the title of ‘The Changing Seasons’ by Ludlow Griscom. 

All issues of Section II will be sent free of charge to members and AuDUBON MaGazineE sub- 
scribers. Additional copies of the section containing ‘The Season’ only may be obtained for 15 ¢'s.; 
that containing ‘The Season’ and the ‘Breeding Bird Census’ for 20 cents; and the Christmas Census 
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